noticed carefully m;
they were doing in those days, if it 1s not common nowa-

days. My mother was the last married among the rest
and she only bore two sons but the rest bore only daugh-
ters. So by that the two wives who had only daughters
hated my mother, brother and myself to excess as they
believed that no doubt my brother and myself would be
the rulers of our father’s house and also all his properties
after his death. My brother was eleven years old then and
I myself was seven. So it was at this stage I quite
understood the meaning of ‘““bad’’ because of hatred and
had not yet known the meaning of “‘good’’.

My mother was a petty trader who was going to various
markets every day to sell her articles and returning home
in the evening, or if the market is very far she would
réturn next day in the evening as she was a hard worker.

In those days of unknown year, because I was too
y O}mg to keep the number of the year in my mind till
this time, so there were many kinds of African wars and
Some of them are as follows: general wars, tribal wars,
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she kept the two sliced or cut yams safely for us, so that
it might not be poisoned by the two wives who hated us,
then my brother took one of the yams and I took the
f other one and began to eat it at the same time. But as we
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wives who hated us heard information before us that war
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e 2 T f::%,,;'? t as these enemies were more approé ching
AE ofty noises of their guns became fearful for
- cause every place was shaking at that moment. S ) when
~ we could not bear it then we left our mother’s room for
thé veranda, but we met nobody there, and then we
¢-om there to the portico of the house, but the town was - o
also empty except the domestic animals as sheep, P s
oats and fowls and also some of the bush animals as =
“ monkeys, wolves, deer and lions who were driven ifrom
the bush that surrounded the town to the town by the
fearful noises of the enemies’ guns. All these animals a
! were running and crying bitterly up and down in the =
town in searching for their keepers. Immediately we saw
' +hat there was nobody in the town again we stepped
‘ down from the door to the outside as all the while we 5
stood at the door looking at every part of the town with
fearful and doubtful mind.
So first of all we travelled to the north of the town as i
there was a road which led to the town of our grand-
mother which was not far away from ours.

' ut as these animals were giving us much trouble,
fear, and disturbing us so at last we left to run to the
north and then to the south where there was a large

i river which crossed the road on which we should travel
to some protective place to hide ourselves. il
nd as the enemies were approachin.
i 3 - the river at once and when we went {
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before he would fall down four times or more.
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o he tried all his power for several times apq
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in at that moment the smell of the gun-
- of the enemies’ guns which were shooting re.

peatedly was rushing to our noses b.y the breeze. and thiy
made us fear more, SO my brother lifted me again a very
<hort distance, but when I saw that he was talling several
times, then I told him to leave me on the road and run
away for his life perhaps he might be safe so that he
would be taking care of our mother as she had no other

sons more than both of us and I told him that if God saves .
my life too then we should meet again, but if God does =
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not save my life we should meet in heaven.
But as I was telling him these sorrowful words both his
eyes were shedding tears repeatedly, of course I did not

shed tears at all on my eyes as I put hope that no doubt 1 *
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ad towards the enemies unnoticec
ng at me as he was running away.
So after I saw him no more on the put botke
-uits into my pocket and then got back to that fruit tree ;
- ynder which we picked them and I stood there-lonlyc”_i;a -
shelter myself from the sun. But when t}}e enemies were
at a distance of about an eighth of a nznle to that place e
where I stood 1 was un able to hear again because of the
i noises of the enemies’ guns and as I was too young to hear

% cuch fearful noises and wait, so I entered into the bush ..

o o € ” E %l
> I under this fruit tree. 1his fruit tree was a “SIGN” tor

me and it was on that day I called it—THE “FUTURE
SIGN™. F
Now it remained me alone in the bush, because no 1
brother, mother, ather or other defender c?ul.d sa\'re me _
C or direct me if and whenever any danger is imminent. i
But as these enemies had approached us closely ?fOI"e -
my brother left because of me he was captured within
f:fteen minutes that he left me, but he was ?nly captured b
as a slave and not killed, b
he shouted louder for help.
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